
 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS  
Research Paper Writing & Presentation Competition 2021 

EPILEPSY SIYANCOBA PROJECT 2021 AWARD ‘Establishing and strengthening 

efficiencies in Epilepsy programming, management and treatment’ 

PREAMBLE  

Eswatini Epilepsy Organization has partnered with Eswatini Medical Christian University in 

a Research Paper Writing and Presentation Competition for students in the health sciences, social 

development and related academic disciplines from tertiary institutions in the Kingdom of 

Eswatini. 

Eswatini Epilepsy Organization (EEO) is a Non-Governmental Organization which operates 

under the administrative auspice of the Ministry of Health and is mandated to address the 

multifaceted challenges of people living with epilepsy and related disabilities in the country. The 

organization is also a member of the International Bureau for Epilepsy (IBE) and thus subscribe 

to international norms and standards in addressing epilepsy issues. Having been formed in 2003, 

and being a member of the IBE,  EEO has always been visible in the global map in advocating 

for improved policy and legislative environment for people living with epilepsy and related 

disabilities; hence together with other countries EEO has in many ways contributed to the World 

Health Assembly (WHA) Resolution 68.20 (2015) which recognizes the „global burden of 

epilepsy and the need for coordinated action at the country level to address its health, social and 

public knowledge implications’, and  WHA Resolution 73.11 (2020) which call for a „Global 

action plan to address epilepsy and other neurological conditions’. Currently, with the assistance 

of IBE Africa Region, EEO is implementing a project dubbed „EPILEPSY SIYANCOBA 

PROJECT’ which seeks to establish and strengthen efficiencies in epilepsy programming, 

management and treatment. This call for papers initiative is a sub activity of Epilepsy Siyancoba 

Project. 

 

 



 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

This is a call for students in the health sciences, social development and related academic 

disciplines to conduct a study evaluating the implementation of the resolutions from the 

WHA 68.20 (2015) and 73.10 (2020) by Eswatini.  The review should be conducted in respect 

to the health systems leadership and governance, policies, epilepsy management, including 

health and social care, public awareness of and education about epilepsy, and legislative 

environment. The entrants are expected collaborate with key stakeholders to gather, analyze and 

evaluate all relevant data that may be relevant to the task.  Such stakeholders could include inter-

alia relevant officials in wellness officers in government and private sector, Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs) and the country‟s international development partners. 

ABOUT THE COMPETITION  

Students will register and submit a 500 words concept paper on how they intend to carry out the 

assignment. At least 15 students will be selected by EEO in conjunction with a panel of judges to 

continue to the research and development of their papers. A final paper will be presented by each 

entrant. 

ELIGIBILITY  

Entrants must be current undergraduate students at tertiary institutions in health sciences, social 

development and related academic disciplines or recent graduates who graduated on or after 

December 2020. (Students who graduated before December 2020, are not eligible). 

REWARDS  

Prizes will be awarded to winners during the panel presentation day.  

 First Prize- Laptop worth E10 000 (or cash) 

 Second Prize-Router and a smart phone worth E5 000 (or cash) 

 Third Prize- Tablet worth E2, 500 (or cash) 

 Fourth and Fifth runner-up prices- Cash worth E500 each  

 

 



 

TECHNICAL GUIDELINES FOR PAPER WRITING  

The paper should be in word document format in  

 Font: Times New Roman, Size: 12 

 Line Spacing: 1.5 

 Alignment: Justified 

 Length- 5000-7000 words including all charts/graphs, references, and any appendices. 

 Language- English except where language expressions are required. 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION  

 Only one entry is allowed per-author. 

 Co-authorship up-to two authors are permitted. 

 Papers must be submitted electronically. 

 The first page of the research paper must contain the details of the author/s, title of the 

paper and the name of the college/institution. 

 Only original research papers will be considered for the competition. No part of it should 

have been published earlier nor should it be under consideration for publication else-

where. 

 Plagiarism will not be tolerated and there must be proper referencing and citation of all 

sources. Submissions with more than 20% plagiarism shall be automatically rejected. 

 Declaration should be duly attached to the research paper. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA AND JUDGING PROCEDURES 

1. Papers will be reviewed by a panel of judges in the academia and professionals working 

in health and social development fields. A written set of guidelines for the judges will be 

developed in line with the research topic.  

2. On or before the 17
th

 of October 2021, entrants will submit their concept notes which will 

be reviewed by the panelists.   

3. Fifteen entrants‟ papers will be shortlisted and given five (5) weeks to write the research 

papers. 

4. The following criterion shall be taken into consideration:  



 

 Originality of content  

 Quality of the research  

 Argumentation  

 Quality of Research Language  

 Citation  

5. The review shall be a twofold process:  

a. Desk evaluation (80%) 

b. Panel presentation (20%) 

CONTACT  

For further queries please contact: 

info@epilepsy.org.sz , admin@epilepsy.org.sz 

(+268) 2404 7028, (+268) 7663 6230, (268) 7949 9816  

 

Attached are the guidelines for the concept and paper writing and the World Health Assembly 

Resolutions. 
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ESWATINI EPILEPSY ORGANIZATION (EEO) RESEARCH PAPER WRITING (& 

PRESENATTION COMPETITION) 2021 

CONCEPT SHEET  

To be filled on Google form, link: https://forms.gle/as6k5L6JTbNvKSuYA  

Surname 

 

 

First Name 

 

 

Institution/University 

 

  

Field of Study & 

Year 

 

 

Title of study 

 

 

Objectives 

(minimum of 3) 

 

 

 

Summary of 

Research Proposal 

(Max 500 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key References  

(max 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINDLY NOTE THAT THIS FORM SHOULD BE FILLED IN THE GOOGLE FORMS 

PROVIDED IN THIS LINK: https://forms.gle/as6k5L6JTbNvKSuYA   
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GUIDELINES FOR THE RESEARCH PAPER WRITING  

1. Title  

The title should be brief, and precise, and should avoid redundancies and unnecessary phrases 

such as “An investigation into...”. Below the title, state your name, degree for which you are 

registered or graduated from and your current position(s) currently held.  

2. Introduction  

In brief and powerful sentences introduce the reader to the research proposal. 

3. Background  

In this section you should also include a brief review of the relevant literature that has led to the 

idea or conceptualization of your research paper. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of 

the background of these Resolutions.  

4. Literature review  

Show a good comprehension and appreciation of trends that have existed to cause global, 

regional and local (Eswatini) responses to epilepsy and neurological conditions. Only 

information relevant to the study should be included as the primary purpose to this part of the 

protocol is to justify the study in the light of previous information. At this stage the “story” of the 

research should be quite clear to the assessors. The paragraphs should therefore be carefully 

structured and lead the reader carefully and deliberately towards the final paragraph which 

should contain the research purpose.  

5. Purpose of the study  

Provide a clear and concise statement of the specific objective of the study and make sure that it 

is your directly related to the title of the study.  

6. Research objectives  

Be specific about the research questions or problems to be studied, which were raised in the 

introduction. State exactly what it is you intend to do, and what outcomes you will measure to 



 

find answers to the questions you have in mind. You may list the study objectives and the reader 

must be left in no doubt as to what your objectives are.  

7. Research methodology  

This section should include all the information relating to your plan of action. Make sure that 

you mention, particularly if you are using any retrospective analysis, what data you will be 

collecting yourself. Specify the methods to be used in the analysis of the data and discuss all 

ethical issues that will be observed in your study.  

8. Findings/Results   

Show that you have collected data from key, strategic and relevant institutions and stakeholders. 

Gather enough information that reflects the situations and perceptions on the ground and how 

these can be effectively engaged in future initiatives concerning epilepsy and other neurological 

conditions. 

9. Discussion 

Interpret and describe the significance of your findings in light of what was already known about 

the research problem being investigated and explain any new understanding or insights that 

emerged as a result of your study of the problem.  

10. Implications and Recommendations  

Discuss the key implications and recommendations that will help shape strategic thinking of 

decision makers in the health sector, policy makers, law makers, the private sector and so forth.  

11. References  

You should list the references in an accepted referencing APA format.  All references in the 

reference list must be cited in the text and vice versa. 
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